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In a stOY'J'TV rreeting of the House Interstate and Foreign CoJl111)2rce Subcorrrrni ttee, 

Los Angeles Congressman Henry A. Waxman (D-Los Angeles) ·threatened to vote to hold 

Secretary of Commerce Rogers C.B. Morton in contempt of Congress if Morton failed to 

comply with a Subcorrunittee subpoena seeking infor'JTBtion on the Arab economic boycott. 

On July 28th,the Subcorrrrnittee, of which Waxman is a rrerriber, issued a subpoena 

to the Corrunerce Department for documents filed under a law which requires every com

pany which has been asked by a foreign nation to participate in a boycott to notify 
'· 

the Office of Export Administration. Corrunerce Secretary Morton has adaJTantly refused 

to supply the Congressional Corrrrnittee with the requested documents. 

AccordinlS to Waxman, the Subcorruni ttee already has substantial evidence indicat

ing that firms the Arabs have asked to boycott Israel have not been reporting the 

solicitations to the goverrurent. Waxm:m said there is also evidence that the CoJl111)2rce 

Department has been extremely lax in enforcing the reporting requirement. 

During Secretary Morton 1 s appearance before the Subcorrrrni ttee, Waxm:m said, 

"If the effect of Secretary Morton 1 s refusal to comply with our subpoena is to 

say we are going to wink at a boycott, then we will 'have given a clear signal to esca-

late discrimination · . . . dictated by the whims of foreign goverrurents. The Secretary' E 

attitude ITBkes clear to me that we my be helping to implement the boycott policies 

of the Arab goveY'I1l'D2nts, not just acquiescing to them." 


